
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



REVIEWS. 

Travels in France during the Years 1787, 1788, 1789. By 
Arthur Young. With an introduction, a biographical sketch, and 
notes, by M. Be tham- Edwards. London, George Bell and Sons, 
1889. Bohn's Standard Library. — lix, 366 pp. 

It was a happy thought to celebrate the centennial of the Revolution 
with a reissue of Arthur Young's classic Travels which have been so 
long out of print. Equally happy was the selection of Miss Betham- 
Edwards as editor. Her rare familiarity with almost every part of 
modern France, her enthusiasm for her author and her own vivacious 
style have enabled her to present Arthur Young to the modern reader 
in a most attractive manner. The introduction is a succinct comparison 
of the France which Arthur Young knew with the France of to-day. It 
is so suggestive and valuable that one wishes it were longer. The 
sketch of Young's life is done with a skilful and sympathetic hand. His 
life was one of strange contrasts. Hopelessly unsuccessful as a farmer, 
he was one of the greatest of writers on agriculture. His work on 
France, it is hardly necessary to say, stands in the very front rank in 
the department of economic geography and holds a unique place among 
authorities on the history of the Revolution. His family life involved 
unusual extremes of joy and sorrow, and he spent a blind old age as an 
eloquent popular preacher. 

One oversight on the part of the editor should be remedied in a sec- 
ond edition. We are nowhere told that this volume is not a complete 
edition of Young's Travels. It is in fact merely the Travels proper, 
with the essay on the Revolution. The complete work includes, in 
addition, a very valuable series of essays on the industrial condition and 

onomic geography of France. In them are to be found thoroughly 
scientific accounts of the state of agriculture, commerce, manufactures, 
taxation and wages, with full statistical tables, as well as a description of 
the geographical distribution of the different products. On one of his 
journeys Young went into Northern Italy and Spain, and he records his 
impressions in his journal and discusses the facts in short essays. All 
this, which comprises more than one-third of the original work, is omitted 
from this new edition, and properly enough, as this is a popular reprint 
for the general reader ; but the fact should have been stated in the 
preface. The complete edition, first published in two stately quartos in 
1794, is now generally most accessible in Pinkerton's Collection of 
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Voyages and Travels. A French translation, edited and annotated by 
Lavergne, has hitherto been the most convenient form of the Travels 
for persons of moderate means. 

Miss Betham- Edwards, in a note on a list of feudal rights, gives a ref- 
erence to Henri Martin "on the horrible privilege of la marque lie." 
She does not seem to be aware that this favorite horror of sensational 
writers on the middle ages seems surely destined to follow Pope Joan 
into the limbo of exploded myths. Every one who reads Karl Schmidt's 
learned and exhaustive treatise on the Jus Primae Noctis will admit that 
at least this alleged feudal right is a very perilous subject to dogmatize 
upon. He has certainly proved that the right was never a striking 
characteristic of the feudal system in any place. Most of the so-called 
evidence is of a very evanescent nature and collapses promptly under 
critical examination. Schmidt concludes that the belief in such a right 
is " ein gelehrter Aberglaube " dating from about 1500. Such alleged 
documentary evidence as has been advanced has a decided aetiological 
color, and the entire absence of allusion to the right in the French 
Faibliaux is most significant. Schultz, the author of Das h'dfische Leben 
zur Zeit der Minnesinger, found no traces of the right in the sources 
utilized for that work. There is nothing on the subject in the canon 
law, the papal decretals or the proceedings of church councils. The 
argumentum e silentio in these cases is so strong as to require the best 
kind of evidence for rebuttal. In the absence of that, the mere enumer- 
ation of the names of great scholars who have believed in it has com- 
paratively little value. Edward g Bqurne 

The Industrial Transition in Japan. By Yeijiro Ono, Ph.D. 
Publications of the American Economic Association, Vol. V, No. 1. 
1890. — 121 pp. 

There is perhaps no other country in the world to-day so interesting 
to the economist from the scientific standpoint as is Japan. The re- 
markable efforts made within the last few years by her people — a people 
that in western countries had been considered not more than semi- 
civilized — to throw off the shackles that bound them to the past, and to 
take their place among the highly civilized nations of the earth, have 
awakened the interest and hearty sympathy of the world. In conse- 
quence, every contribution that will help one to understand the real 
condition of affairs in Japan will be eagerly read ; and this really admi- 
rable monograph on the present industrial transition in that country is 
warmly to be welcomed. 

After a very brief historical introduction to make what follows readily 
understood, the author gives an account of the present industrial status, 



